The Planning Law Survey 2019: The leading law
firms and solicitors

28 March 2019 by Mark Wilding

There is change at the top of the rankings and elsewhere in this year's survey,
reports Mark Wilding.

The Town Legal team: the firm launched slightly more than two years ago, and this year becomes the highest-
rated law firm

This is the 22nd edition of the Planning Law Survey. As in

recent years, only those working in roles that could Inside the Planning Law

involve them in commissioning or instructing a law firm Survey

or barrister were eligible to vote. The voting group for the

law firm categories was made up of consultants, » The Highest Rated Planning Law

developers and infrastructure promoters, as well as Firms 2019

public sector lawyers and planners. The voting group for » Biggest Employers of Planning

barristers comprised the same people, plus solicitors e

wnrking for law firms. » Law Firm Moves at Partner Level
2018/19

For the first time this year, only named individuals « Law Firm Moves below Partner

invited by Planning were eligible to vote. This measure ek

was introduced to ensure that the survey results could « List of Law Firms’ Planning

not be skewed by disproportionately high levels of Partners 2019

responses from single organisations. To the same end, we » Highest Rated Planning Solicitors

took steps to ensure that the number of individuals that 2019

we invited to vote from individual consultants and law » Highest Rated Council Law Teams

firms was proportionate to the number of planners, or 2019

specialist lawyers, at the firms. » Highest Rated Council Lawyers
2019

A total of 181 respondents completed the survey, split « Top Rated Planning Silks 2019

between consultants (71), developers and infrastructure
promoters (18), public sector planning officers and
lawyers (22) and solicitors (70).
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Much has changed in our annual review of the UK's top-
rated planning law firms, with a new practice installed at the top for the first time in six
years.
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To see an extended version of the table above, please click here.

Town Legal was this year ranked highest by our voting group. The firm, which launched just
over two years ago, came second in last year’s survey. It has swapped places with Pinsent
Masons, which had topped the rankings for five years. Eversheds Sutherland is the only
constant in the top five, remaining at number three. Clarke Willmott takes fourth after a
gradual rise from the middle of the table just three years ago. Fifth place is claimed by Mills
& Reeve, a firm which was ranked 25th in 2018.

Town Legal’s rapid rise is no doubt related to the fact that founding partner Simon Ricketts
can now report a full decade at the top of the individual solicitor rankings (see panel). The
firm reports 14 solicitors, up one from last year, who meet our criteria for inclusion in the
count for this table — which is that they spend at least half of their time on planning and
related work.

Its solicitor numbers are due to go up again when Norton Rose Fulbright’s Duncan Field, who
has risen to joint fourth in our individual rankings, joins in April. Instructions being handled by
the firm include acting for Stansted Airport on its bid to increase the cap on its annual
passenger numbers and advising the Battersea Power Station Development Company on its
overhaul of the London landmark.

One consultant described Town Legal as “a fresh new practice which seems to be attracting
some of the best planning law talent”. Another said: "Their advice is as good as you'll get
anywhere, but it's given without fuss and with a charm that fits perfectly with what they got
away from their corporate backgrounds to start; a law firm with personality.”



